
David Speirs was elected as the Leader of the Opposition in South Australia after the 2022 election. 
At the same election, his community voted to return him to serve as Member for Black for another 
term. 

David was South Australia’s Minister for Environment and Water and the Marshall Liberal 
Government’s Cabinet Secretary between March 2018 and March 2022. He became the state’s 
youngest minister and one of the youngest in South Australia’s history. 

He has been a Member of Parliament since his election at the age of 29 in 2014. First serving as 
Member for Bright, and then as Member for Black following the 2018 election. His seat is located in 
Adelaide’s southern suburbs covering suburbs such as Hallett Cove, Sheidow Park and Marino.

Prior to David’s election to parliament he served as a local councillor on Marion Council between 
2010 and 2014, also serving in the role of Deputy Mayor for 2011-2013. 

David studied Law and Environmental Studies at the University of Adelaide, graduating in 2008 with 
Honours and winning the Dean’s Prize for Alternative Dispute Resolution in 2007. 

After graduating from university David worked in a range of roles in the South Australian Cabinet 
Office. 

From 2010 to 2014 he served as a Director on the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award national board and 
was named Young Community Leader of the Year in the 2012 South Australian Young Achiever 
Awards. 

In his spare time David loves to immerse himself in South Australia’s great outdoors. He is a regular 
gym goer, rock climber and paddle boarder, enjoys hiking in our state’s parks and is a long time surf 
life saver. 

A committed conservationist from his primary school days, David worked hard to reinvigorate the 
relevance of the environment portfolio with reforms and initiatives including: 
• re-establishing the state’s National Parks and Wildlife Service and increasing the number of park 

rangers by more than 45% 
• taking politics and game playing out of the management of the River Murray and securing 

additional water for South Australia and much needed investment in our precious Coorong 
• leading Australia’s most ambitious climate change program with a nation leading commitment to 

reduce carbon emissions by 50% (on 2005 levels) by 2030 and net-zero by 2050
• ensuring South Australia continues to lead the nation in waste management with the country’s 

first single use plastics ban 
• creating Glenthorne National Park, a new metropolitan national park in Adelaide’s southern 

suburbs 
• opening the state’s reservoirs for recreation  
• establishing Green Adelaide, a new body charged with the bold greening of  

metropolitan Adelaide.
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