
Managing a major quarry in a 
metropolitan environment

The right to
breathe
freely.



Introduction
The residents of Marino, Seacliff Park and Hallett Cove deserve clean air. For over 140 years, 
the Linwood Quarry has operated adjacent to our communities and while it provides essential 
construction materials for South Australia’s development, its current impact on local air quality 
is unacceptable.

Residents report daily dust deposits requiring constant cleaning of homes, vehicles and 
outdoor furniture, compromised rainwater quality making tanks unusable, respiratory 
symptom exacerbation and the inability to open windows during summer evenings when 
prevailing breezes carry dust through neighbourhoods. The dust impacts are both health-
related and amenity-destroying—reducing quality of life through the relentless need to clean, 
the visual blight of dust-coated surfaces, and the frustration of being unable to enjoy outdoor 
spaces or natural ventilation in their own homes. Despite monitoring systems and regulatory 
oversight, the current framework is inadequate for a quarry operating in such close proximity 
to residential areas.

This platform introduces transformative measures to protect community health, preserve 
local amenity, and maintain environmental quality while recognising the quarry’s economic 
importance. Through the South Australian Metropolitan Quarries Bill, elevated regulatory 
standards will be established specifically for quarries within metropolitan Adelaide. A 
Community Dividend will ensure affected communities benefit directly from quarry 
operations. And through strategic buffer land rehabilitation integrated with Glenthorne 
National Park management principles, we will create natural barriers that absorb dust, screen 
visual impacts, and restore habitat.

The right to breathe freely is fundamental. This policy delivers it.



Linwood Quarry has operated since 1882, initially providing limestone to the nearby Brighton 
Cement Works. Today, Boral operates the site, producing 1.2 million tonnes of hard rock 
aggregates annually for Adelaide’s construction sector. The quarry employs 30 full-time 
staff and supports up to 80 contractors and transport workers. In 2015, it was designated a 
‘strategic mineral resource’ by the South Australian Government, and in 2023, received an 
unprecedented 140-year lease extension1, among the longest in the quarrying industry globally.

The challenge is simple: the quarry predates the suburbs of Marino, Seacliff Park and Hallett 
Cove, but now sits ‘cheek by jowl’ with over 2,300 residential properties. What was acceptable 
practice for a remote industrial operation in the 19th century is inadequate for a metropolitan 
setting in the 21st century.

The problem: when industry 
meets community
A 142-year legacy in a modern context

In 2023, after a six-year application process, the South Australian Government granted Boral an 
unprecedented 140-year lease extension for Linwood Quarry. To put this in perspective: most 
quarries operate for 35-50 years before resources are depleted. This extension is extraordinary 
by global quarrying standards, potentially the longest operational lease granted to any quarry 
worldwide.

The community consultation process was woefully inadequate. Boral’s application was made 
available for public comment in 2019, receiving just 11 submissions. For a decision that will 
affect generations of families living in Marino, Seacliff Park, and Hallett Cove, children not yet 
born will still be living with this quarry’s impacts in the 22nd century, this level of community 
engagement was negligible.

The Department for Energy and Mining requested additional information from Boral, which 
was provided in 2020. Then residents waited three years for a decision. When the approval was 
finally announced in 2023, there was no public consultation on the final terms, no community 
input into conditions that might have protected residents for the next 14 decades, and no 
opportunity for affected residents to weigh in on whether a 140-year extension was appropriate 
for a quarry embedded within a metropolitan area.

This is fundamentally undemocratic. A decision of this magnitude, binding multiple 
generations to industrial operations next door, demands genuine community participation, 
not perfunctory box-ticking. The 5049 Coastal Community Association (formerly Marino 

The 140-year lease extension: a decision out of step 
with community expectations

1 “A lease extension set in stone,” Quarry Magazine, June 1, 2023. Available at: 
https://www.quarrymagazine.com/a-lease-extension-set-in-stone/



Residents Association), which has advocated for residents for over 40 years, was given minimal 
opportunity to shape the terms of this extension.

What makes this decision even more troubling is its timing and context. The lease extension 
was granted despite ongoing community complaints about dust, despite documented 
exceedances of 24-hour dust limits, and despite acknowledgment from government regulators 
that improvements in dust management were necessary. In September 2025, just two years 
after the extension was approved, DEM, the EPA, and SA Health held a community consultation 
admitting that ‘improvements need to occur particularly in the quarry’s dust management.’

If the government knew in 2023 that dust management was inadequate, why was a 140-year 
lease extension approved without first requiring demonstrable improvements to protect 
community health? The sequencing reveals a fundamental failure: the government prioritised 
the quarry’s operational certainty over residents’ right to clean air and quality of life.

A 140-year lease extension should have been conditional on:
•	 Comprehensive upgrade to best-available dust suppression technology
•	 Establishment of a community benefit fund (similar to what this policy proposes)
•	 Real-time air quality monitoring with community access
•	 Binding commitments to buffer zone rehabilitation and visual screening
•	 Periodic performance reviews with genuine community input every 5-7 years, with 

lease continuation contingent on meeting environmental and social license standards.

None of these safeguards were included. The community was handed 140 years of continued 
industrial operations with no enhanced protections in return. This policy seeks to correct that 
imbalance.



In September 2025, the Department for Energy and Mining (DEM), along with the EPA and 
SA Health, held a community consultation session acknowledging that residents experience 
significant nuisance impacts. The concerns raised reveal a dual assault on community 
wellbeing—both health risks and the relentless degradation of amenity that makes daily life 
frustrating and exhausting.

Amenity Impacts: The Daily Grind of Dust

•	 Constant cleaning requirements: Residents report needing to clean dust from houses, 
vehicles, and outdoor furniture daily, sometimes multiple times per day during high-
dust periods. This is not occasional inconvenience; it is relentless, exhausting work that 
robs residents of time and peace of mind.

•	 Inability to use outdoor spaces: Outdoor furniture becomes coated in fine grey dust 
within hours. Residents cannot enjoy their gardens, patios, or backyards without 
accepting that everything will be filthy. Entertaining outdoors becomes impractical.

•	 Sealed homes during summer: During summer evenings when coastal breezes should 
provide natural cooling, residents cannot open windows because prevailing gully winds 
carry dust directly through the quarry into their homes. This forces reliance on air 
conditioning, increasing energy costs and reducing comfort.

•	 Rainwater contamination: Dust deposits on roofs contaminate rainwater tanks, making 
them unsuitable for drinking or gardening. For households invested in water self-
sufficiency, this represents both financial loss and environmental frustration.

•	 Solar panel efficiency degradation: Dust accumulation on solar panels significantly 
reduces their electricity generation capacity. Studies show even a thin layer of dust can 
reduce solar panel output by 15-25%. For households who have invested thousands of 
dollars in rooftop solar to reduce energy costs and carbon emissions, constant dust 
coating undermines both the financial return and the environmental purpose of their 
investment. Regular professional cleaning becomes an additional cost burden directly 
attributable to quarry operations.

•	 Visual blight: Fine white/grey dust settles on cars, windows, and roofs creating a 
permanent film that degrades the appearance of properties. For residents who take 
pride in their homes, this constant soiling is demoralising.

•	 Property value concerns: Persistent dust impacts raise legitimate concerns about 
property values. Who wants to buy a home where you cannot open windows in summer 
or where daily cleaning is mandatory?

Community impacts: health and amenity under siege



Health Impacts: Respiratory Concerns and Beyond

•	 Exacerbation of respiratory conditions: Residents with asthma, chronic obstructive 
pulmonary disease, and other respiratory conditions report symptom worsening during 
high-dust periods. While respirable crystalline silica (RCS) may not reach hazardous 
levels in ambient air, even nuisance dust particles can trigger respiratory distress in 
vulnerable populations.

•	 Eye and throat irritation: Dust causes irritation to eyes and throats, particularly in 
children playing outdoors and adults exercising or gardening.

•	 Long-term health uncertainty: While acute health risks may be manageable, residents 
face 140 years of exposure. Scientific evidence demonstrates that both short-term and 
long-term PM2.5 exposure can cause adverse health effects even at low concentrations. 
What are the cumulative effects of decades of dust inhalation, particularly for children 
growing up in these communities? The lack of long-term health monitoring creates 
legitimate anxiety.

Operational Impacts

•	 Truck movements spreading dust along Brighton Road and Ocean Boulevard, while 
trucks are now required to be tarped, dust escapes from under tarps and inadequate 
wheel washing leaves dust on truck wheels that is then deposited on roads

•	 Blasting events catching Hallett Cove residents by surprise with noise and ground 
vibration

•	 Visual impact from eastern extension and stockpiles along Perry Barr Road, creating 
industrial aesthetics in a residential landscape

The 5049 Coastal Community Association has campaigned on these issues for over 40 years. 
While some improvements have occurred through community pressure, the fundamental 
problem remains: the regulatory framework was not designed for quarries operating within 
metropolitan environments.



South Australia’s quarry regulations are co-administered by DEM and the EPA under the 
Mining Act 1971 and Environment Protection Act 1993. While these laws provide a foundation, 
they reveal critical gaps when applied to metropolitan quarries:

•	 24-Hour Averaging Masks Acute Events: Current air quality monitoring relies on 24-
hour averages to demonstrate compliance with PM10 standards under the Environment 
Protection (Air Quality) Policy 2016. This means a severe two-hour dust event can 
be ‘diluted’ across the entire day, appearing compliant while residents experience 
significant impacts.

•	 No Standards for Nuisance Dust: South Australia has no health-based criteria or 
national standards for Total Suspended Particulates (TSP)—the larger particles that 
cause soiling, irritation, and nuisance. These particles may not pose acute respiratory 
risks, but they destroy amenity. They coat cars, clog gutters, contaminate rainwater, 
and make outdoor spaces unusable. Residents experience daily impacts from dust that 
falls outside regulatory measurement entirely. The regulatory framework measures 
PM10 for health protection but ignores the amenity destruction that TSP causes, leaving 
residents with no recourse when their quality of life is degraded by constant dust.

•	 Inadequate PM2.5 Standards: While the Environment Protection (Air Quality) Policy 
2016 includes standards for PM10 (particles under 10 micrometers), PM2.5 (particles 
under 2.5 micrometers) presents the greatest health risk as these ultrafine particles 
penetrate deep into lungs and the bloodstream. Recent peer-reviewed research2 
has demonstrated that PM2.5 exposure is associated with respiratory diseases, 
cardiovascular diseases, and neurological disorders, with health impacts occurring 
even at very low concentrations from both short-term and long-term exposure. National 
standards exist but are not specifically tailored to account for quarries operating near 
housing, schools, childcare centres like those on McConnell Reserve, or vulnerable 
populations including children, elderly residents, and those with existing respiratory 
conditions. Metropolitan quarries require PM2.5 thresholds that reflect their proximity 
to sensitive receptors, not generic national baselines designed for industrial zones.

•	 Limited Transparency: While Boral publishes quarterly air quality reports, real-time 
data is not readily accessible to the community. The opacity of dust management 
measures undermines trust and community confidence.

•	 Generic Standards for Unique Contexts: The current regulatory framework applies 
similar standards to remote quarries and those embedded within residential areas. 
Metropolitan quarries require elevated stringency commensurate with their proximity 
to communities.

Regulatory gaps: why the current system falls short

2 Sangkham, S., Phairuang, W., Sherchan, S.P., et al. (2024). An update on adverse health effects from exposure to 
PM2.5. Environmental Advances, 18, 100603. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.envadv.2024.100603



•	 Insufficient Buffer Planning: While buffer zones exist around the quarry, they are 
underutilised. Land adjacent to Glenthorne National Park remains bare, offering no 
natural screening or dust absorption capacity.

•	 Inadequate Fire Risk Management: The surrounding area of the quarry presents 
significant fire risk for residents on Trumara Road and Spinks Road. Current fire 
breaks are entirely inadequate for a metropolitan setting where residential properties 
sit adjacent to quarry operations. In an era of increasing bushfire risk due to climate 
change, fire risk mitigation around metropolitan quarries must be treated as a critical 
safety issue, not an afterthought.

Government regulators have acknowledged these gaps. DEM and the EPA stated in late 
2025 that ‘improvements need to occur particularly in the quarry’s dust management’ and 
committed to ‘continuous improvement’ with ‘best available technology economically 
achievable.’ However, without legislative reform, these commitments lack enforceability and 
accountability.



Legislative purpose

If elected, I will introduce the South Australian Metropolitan Quarries Bill to create an Act 
of Parliament establishing enhanced standards and obligations for quarries located within 
metropolitan Adelaide or within 10 kilometers of the metropolitan boundary. This legislation 
will recognise that quarries operating in proximity to residential communities require elevated 
regulatory stringency to protect public health, environmental amenity, and quality of life.

Key provisions

1. Real-Time Air Quality Monitoring and Transparency

•	 Metropolitan quarries must maintain a network of real-time air quality monitors 
measuring PM10, PM2.5 (which poses the greatest health risk due to deep lung 
penetration), and TSP at strategic locations including facility boundaries, downwind 
residential areas, and near sensitive receptors such as schools and childcare centers

•	 Data must be publicly accessible via a live online dashboard, updated every 15 minutes
•	 Automatic community notifications when particulate levels exceed predetermined 

thresholds, including 1-hour, 4-hour, and 24-hour averaging periods
•	 Quarterly independent audits of monitoring equipment calibration and data accuracy

2. Enforceable Dust Control Standards

•	 Operators must implement ‘best available technology economically achievable’ 
(BATEA) for dust suppression, including modern atomised misting systems, weather-
responsive controls, and enclosed conveyor transfer points

•	 Mandatory truck tarping for all loads leaving the facility, with penalties for non-
compliance

•	 Weather-triggered operational restrictions during high-risk conditions (wind speed, low 
humidity, temperature inversions)

•	 Comprehensive Dust Management Plans updated biennially and subject to public 
consultation

3. Strengthened Community Health and Amenity Protections

•	 Establishment of health-based criteria for TSP in metropolitan settings, filling the 
current regulatory gap for nuisance dust that degrades amenity

•	 Baseline and ongoing respiratory health monitoring for residents within 2km of quarry 
boundaries, funded by operators

•	 Provision for property owner compensation schemes where demonstrable impacts on 
amenity occur, including: reimbursement for excessive cleaning costs (professional car 

The solution: a three-pillar framework
Pillar one: the South Australian Metropolitan Quarries Bill



washing, gutter cleaning, window cleaning, solar panel cleaning to maintain generation 
efficiency), rainwater tank replacement or filtration system installation where 
contamination renders tanks unusable, and annual amenity payments for properties 
within 1km experiencing persistent dust impacts

4. Blasting Notifications and Restrictions

•	 Enhanced blasting notification system—while residents can currently opt-in to 
receive advance notice of blasting windows, the system must be improved to provide: 
mandatory automatic enrolment for all residents within 3km (opt-out rather than opt-
in), narrower time windows (currently blasts occur over several hours; this should be 
reduced to 1-hour windows), and SMS/email notifications 72 hours in advance and 1 
hour before blasting

•	 Restricted blasting windows (e.g., Tuesday-Thursday, 11am-2pm) to provide 
predictability

•	 Seismic monitoring to ensure ground vibration remains within safe limits for 
residential structures

5. Enhanced Regulatory Oversight and Enforcement

•	 DEM and EPA must conduct minimum monthly unannounced inspections of 
metropolitan quarries, with public reporting of compliance status

•	 Escalating financial penalties for dust exceedances: first breach $50,000, second breach 
within 12 months $150,000, third breach $300,000 plus potential operational suspension

•	 Community representatives on quarry oversight committees with access to operational 
data and inspection reports

•	 Annual public performance reviews where operators present compliance records, 
community complaints, and improvement initiatives

6. Long-Term Planning and Rehabilitation Obligations

•	 Progressive rehabilitation bonds scaled to lease duration—for a 140-year lease, 
operators must maintain rehabilitation bonds of at least $20 million (indexed annually) 
to ensure adequate funding for eventual site restoration

•	 Mandatory 20-year master plans updated every five years, detailing extraction 
sequencing, progressive rehabilitation, and end-of-life site transformation

•	 Community input into end-of-life planning, ensuring quarry sites eventually become 
community assets (e.g., parklands, wetlands, recreational facilities)

Why This Bill Matters

The South Australian Metropolitan Quarries Bill recognises that quarries operating within or 
adjacent to residential communities require fundamentally different regulatory approaches 
than remote operations. It shifts the regulatory baseline from ‘adequate for remote industrial 
sites’ to ‘appropriate for metropolitan environments where thousands of families live, 
breathe, and raise children.’ This legislation transforms vague commitments to ‘continuous 
improvement’ into enforceable legal obligations with real consequences for non-compliance.



Rationale

For 142 years, Linwood Quarry has extracted resources from land adjacent to our communities. 
While the quarry pays royalties to landowners and taxes to government, the residents who 
bear the daily impacts—dust on their homes, noise from operations, truck traffic through their 
streets—receive nothing in return.

This is unjust. If Boral has been granted the extraordinary privilege of operating for another 
140 years in a metropolitan setting, the affected community deserves direct benefit. The 
Community Dividend rectifies this imbalance by establishing a legally mandated annual fund 
that invests in the wellbeing, environmental quality, and social infrastructure of suburbs 
impacted by quarry operations.

Structure and Governance

The South Australian Metropolitan Quarries Bill will require Boral to establish an annual 
Community Dividend Fund of $500,000 (indexed to CPI), administered by an independent 
Community Board comprising:

•	 Five community representatives elected by residents within a 3km radius of the quarry
•	 One representative from the 5049 Coastal Community Association
•	 One representative from each of the three affected local councils (Marion, Holdfast Bay, 

and Onkaparinga)
•	 One independent environmental expert with expertise in air quality or public health

Critically, the Board operates independently of Boral. While Boral funds the dividend, it has no 
decision-making power over how funds are allocated. This ensures the Community Dividend 
genuinely serves community interests, not corporate public relations.

Eligible Uses

The Community Dividend can fund:

•	 Environmental Restoration: Coastal dune revegetation, street tree planting, green 
corridors, habitat restoration projects that improve local environmental quality

•	 Community Wellbeing Programs: Respiratory health screening for residents, mental 
health and addiction support services, men’s mental health initiatives (aligned with the 
Kokoda fundraising spirit), youth programs

•	 Infrastructure and Amenity Upgrades: Playground improvements, sports facilities, 
community gardens, coastal access infrastructure, public art celebrating local history

•	 Education and Awareness: School environmental education programs, community 
workshops on air quality and health, historical preservation of quarrying heritage

•	 Emergency Support: Hardship assistance for residents demonstrably impacted by 
quarry operations (e.g., medical costs related to respiratory conditions, excessive 
property maintenance costs)

Pillar two: the community dividend



Transparency and Accountability

•	 The Community Board must publish an annual report detailing all funded projects, 
outcomes achieved, and community impact assessments

•	 A public online portal will list all applications, funding decisions, and project progress
•	 Annual community meetings allow residents to provide input on funding priorities for 

the coming year

Precedent and Justification

Community benefit funds are established practice in the mining industry. Rio Tinto, BHP, and 
Santos all operate community investment programs in regions where they extract resources. 
What’s novel about this proposal is making it legally mandated rather than voluntary, and 
placing control in community hands rather than corporate decision-making. For a 140-year 
lease affecting thousands of residents daily, a $500,000 annual dividend is modest relative to 
the scale of quarry operations, but it can deliver meaningful improvements to community 
wellbeing and environmental quality.



The Opportunity: Turning Bare Land into Natural Barriers

Linwood Quarry is bordered by significant buffer land, vacant ‘hills face zone’ land to the 
east and southeast bounded by Ocean Boulevard and Perry Barr Road. This land sits directly 
adjacent to Glenthorne National Park, one of South Australia’s most significant recent 
conservation achievements. Currently, much of this buffer land remains bare or sparsely 
vegetated, offering minimal screening of the quarry’s visual impact and no capacity to absorb 
dust or provide habitat.

This represents an extraordinary missed opportunity. That same buffer land could be 
transformed into densely vegetated natural barriers that:

•	 Absorb airborne dust through leaf surfaces and canopy interception, reducing 
particulate drift into residential areas

•	 Screen visual impacts from Perry Barr Road and Ocean Boulevard, addressing 
community concerns about industrial aesthetics

•	 Create habitat corridors connecting to Glenthorne National Park, supporting 
biodiversity and native species movement

•	 Provide passive recreation space for walking trails and nature observation, expanding 
community access to green space

•	 Demonstrate environmental leadership by Boral, building goodwill and social license 
through tangible environmental contribution

The Proposal: Glenthorne Management Plan Integration

This policy platform, while separate from the South Australian Metropolitan Quarries 
Bill, commits to working with Boral, the Department for Environment and Water, and the 
community to incorporate quarry buffer lands into Glenthorne National Park’s management 
framework. This does not mean making the buffer land legally part of the national park (which 
would require complex tenure changes), but rather managing it in the same spirit as a national 
park through:

•	 Vegetation Plans Aligned with Glenthorne’s Ecology: DEW ecologists would develop 
planting plans using native species consistent with Glenthorne’s ecosystems, coastal 
mallee, native grasses, Acacia species, creating seamless ecological connectivity

•	 Pest Plant and Animal Control: Buffer lands would be managed for weed and pest 
animal control consistent with Glenthorne’s pest management protocols

•	 Walking Trail Integration: Development of low-impact walking trails connecting to 
Glenthorne’s trail network, subject to safety considerations around quarry operations

•	 Volunteer Engagement: Friends of Glenthorne and community groups could 
participate in planting days, creating stewardship connections between residents and 
the rehabilitated buffer zone

Pillar three: buffer land rehabilitation and Glenthorne integration



Practical Implementation

Implementation would occur through a partnership agreement between Boral (as landholder), 
DEW (as Glenthorne’s manager), and the Community Board established under the Community 
Dividend framework. Funding for initial planting and first five years of maintenance would 
come from:

•	 Boral contribution: $250,000 over five years (demonstrating corporate environmental 
stewardship)

•	 Community Dividend allocation: $150,000 over five years from the annual fund
•	 DEW in-kind support: Provision of ecological expertise, plant stock from Glenthorne’s 

nursery, and pest management resources

After five years, maintenance would transition to DEW’s standard Glenthorne management 
operations, with buffer zones treated as de facto extensions of the park for management 
purposes.

Expected Outcomes

•	 Dust Reduction: Studies from European quarries show dense vegetated buffers can 
reduce particulate drift by 30-50% depending on wind patterns and vegetation density

•	 Habitat Creation: Approximately 20-30 hectares of native vegetation would create 
habitat for native birds, reptiles, and mammals, expanding Glenthorne’s conservation 
value

•	 Visual Screening: Within 5-7 years, maturing trees and shrubs would substantially 
screen quarry operations from Perry Barr Road viewsheds, addressing aesthetic 
concerns

•	 Community Goodwill: Transformation of bare buffer land into thriving native 
vegetation demonstrates commitment to environmental responsibility, improving 
Boral’s social license

This initiative represents nation-leading practice in quarry environmental management. It 
turns an underutilised buffer into a community and environmental asset, demonstrates how 
industry and conservation can work in partnership, and delivers tangible air quality and 
amenity improvements for residents.



If elected to represent Black in the South Australian Parliament, I will pursue this policy 
through a clear, sequenced implementation pathway:

Year One (2026-2027)

•	 Draft and introduce the South Australian Metropolitan Quarries Bill in Parliament 
within the first six months of taking office

•	 Conduct comprehensive community consultation on Bill provisions, with town halls in 
Marino, Seacliff Park, and Hallett Cove

•	 Engage technical experts from interstate jurisdictions (NSW Resources Regulator, WA 
Department of Mines) to inform best-practice regulatory standards

•	 Initiate negotiations with Boral on buffer land rehabilitation agreement and 
Community Dividend structure

Year Two (2027-2028)

•	 Secure passage of South Australian Metropolitan Quarries Bill through Parliament, 
leveraging cross-bench support and community advocacy

•	 Establish Community Board electoral process and conduct first election of community 
representatives

•	 Finalise buffer land rehabilitation agreement with Boral and DEW, including planting 
plans and funding commitments

•	 Commence real-time air quality monitoring installation at Linwood Quarry with live 
public dashboard development

Year Three (2028-2029)

•	 Community Board operationalises Community Dividend Fund, with first grants issued 
to community-nominated projects

•	 Initial buffer land planting completed, with community planting days engaging local 
schools and environmental groups

•	 Full regulatory compliance audits conducted under new Metropolitan Quarries Act 
standards

•	 First annual public performance review held, with Boral presenting compliance 
records and community providing feedback

Implementation pathway



The 2023 decision to grant Linwood Quarry a 140-year lease extension locked in 14 decades 
of industrial operations next to our homes without securing commensurate protections for 
our community. That decision cannot be undone. But its consequences can be substantially 
mitigated through the reforms proposed in this policy.

The South Australian Metropolitan Quarries Bill establishes the elevated regulatory standards 
metropolitan quarries demand, real-time monitoring, enforceable dust controls, community 
health protections, and meaningful penalties for non-compliance. The Community Dividend 
ensures residents benefit directly from quarry operations through funded environmental 
restoration, wellbeing programs, and community infrastructure. And buffer land rehabilitation 
transforms bare industrial buffer zones into thriving native vegetation that absorbs dust, 
screens views, creates habitat, and demonstrates environmental leadership.

Together, these three pillars represent a fundamentally different social contract between 
industry and community. They recognise that a 140-year lease is not a gift to corporations but a 
privilege that must be earned through demonstrated commitment to environmental excellence 
and community wellbeing.

As your representative in the South Australian Parliament, I will fight for these reforms. The 
5049 Coastal Community Association has campaigned for over 40 years for improved dust 
management and community protections. Their persistence deserves legislative victory, not 
bureaucratic platitudes about ‘continuous improvement.’ Residents of Marino, Seacliff Park, 
and Hallett Cove deserve to open their windows on summer evenings, to collect rainwater 
without contamination concerns, to enjoy their outdoor spaces without daily cleaning, and 
to raise their children in environments where both respiratory health and quality of life are 
protected.

The right to breathe freely is not a privilege. It is fundamental. And it is worth fighting for.

David Speirs

Conclusion: a fair balance for 
the next 140 years
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