T E N YEARS I N
PUBLIC LI FE

2010 - 2020

TEN YEARS
Ten years ago I was elected to represent Coastal
Ward on the City of Marion council.
I had never been to a council meeting prior to my
election (perhaps if I had been I might not have
stood!) and I had no idea what I was getting myself
into. I was 25 and I thought I knew lots. On reflection
I didn’t know very much at all. But I had ideas and a
hunger to initiate and drive change.
After a year on council I became Deputy Mayor,
then in March 2014 I entered the South Australian
Parliament representing the seat of Bright.
Parliament gave me a completely different platform
from which to represent my community and since
entering government and Cabinet in March 2018,
that opportunity has been turbocharged.
Life has changed immeasurably in that last ten years.
There have been many professional and personal
challenges, but I hope that I have grabbed hold of
my elected mandate with passion and energy, giving
this unique, unpredictable and sometimes bizarre job
a real crack.
In my maiden speech to South Australia’s Parliament,
delivered on 8 May 2014, I stated: ‘In 1994, the
unifying British Labour leader and expected prime
minister, John Smith, died suddenly of a heart attack,
aged 55. On the evening before his death he gave
a keynote speech and concluded his address with a
simple request uttered in his drab Scottish accent:
‘The opportunity to service our country - that is all
we ask.’
May I paraphrase his words as I conclude my maiden
speech. With the heartfelt gratefulness of someone
who has been welcomed into a new country as if I
have lived here all my life, I say: the opportunity to
serve South Australia - that is all I ask.’

Thank you for your support of the
work that I do. Together we are
making our community stronger,
our environment wilder and South
Australia’s future more exciting

David
Hon David Speirs M P, December 20 20

BEGINNINGS
I love rivers. They go places. They traverse
landscapes, starting in higher country and ending
somewhere completely different. Rivers transport,
they connect, they sustain and they are often
embedded deep within a culture’s storytelling.
My first twelve years was spent living in a house
called Woodburn. Our home backed onto an ancient
woodland and a stone’s throw from our back garden
wound a fast flowing stream, a burn in Scots dialect.
I knew every stepping stone to cross the water and
every tree that towered above its course.

2008

It was in those woods and along that river that I
fell in love with the natural environment and where
conservation became a driving force in my world.
Fast forward a decade and I found myself living in
Hallett Cove, overlooking another watercourse: the
Field River. Sourcing around Chandlers Hill, this river
has a fairly short journey from the hills, through the
southern suburbs to its estuary at Hallett Cove.
In 2006, as a 21 year old, I sat along with my mum
and a bunch of other locals in the kitchen of David
and Linda Greenhough. Our common interest
was to care for the degraded Field River and as a
community we decided to get organised and begin
work.
Fourteen years later, Friends of the Lower Field
River, continues as a successful environment
group. The river and its reserve lands have been
revegetated, weeds removed, and a thriving
ecosystem created.
Involvement with the Friends was my first foray
into community life, leading me to run for council,
to state parliament and eventually to Environment
Minister.

2013

THE COUNCIL YEARS
2010 -2014

My time on Marion Council was a phenomenal
apprenticeship. I learnt a lot and formed some
exceptional connections with people who care for
our community and understand what makes it tick.
I entered council alongside Carolyn Habib (now
Member for Elder) who became a close friend.
I struck up an amazing working relationship and
a lasting friendship with my co-councillor Cheryl
Connor, a person who had been serving Hallett Cove
for the best part of four decades. Aligned in our
thinking we were able to deliver historic investment
in the area, progressing project after project.
Achievements included:
•

the construction of the Cove Civic Centre

•

the development of a wetlands system at Glade
Crescent /Quailo Avenue as well as a great new
playground there

•

design and funding for a reinvigorated Hallett
Cove Beach, including the incredible war
memorial and nature play area

•

a new policy focus on coastal care and
rehabilitation.

After 11- months on council I was elected deputy
mayor, a position I held from November 2011 to
November 2013, serving under the leadership of
Mayor Felicity- Ann Lewis. Chairing meetings and
committees, and putting up with some difficult
councillors was all part of the learning!
Celebrating the City of Marion
being named Australian Sustainable
City of the Year 2013

Fellow Councillor (now MP
for Elder) Carolyn Habib and I
celebrating our birthdays

My first election poster

Turning the first sod at the Cove Civic
Centre development with Mayor Lewis
and Councillor Connor

Opening Glade Crescent Reserve,
Hallett Cove with Mayor Lewis
and Councillor Connor

Making Mum and my brother Daniel
Australian citizens as Deputy Mayor in September 2013

PRESELECTION

C A M PA I G N I N G
F O R PA R L I A M E N T

My campaign for Parliament lasted 18 - months and
felt far longer. By the end I was absolutely exhausted
having doorknocked thousands of homes from one
end of the electorate to the other, but it paid off.
The Labor margin in Brighton was only 0.5% and
it was accounted for with a swing of 3.7% . The
biggest shift in the vote occurred in Hallett Cove
which swung heavily in my favour, something that
was particularly gratifying given that it was my home
base for so long and where I concentrated much of
my efforts.
The hardest thing I’ve ever had to do in my career
was to win preselection for the seat of Bright in
October 2012.
Let’s face it, I was an outsider with limited Liberal
Party connections and no South Australian pedigree.
My opponent for preselection was a long time party
stalwart, who’d been running (unsuccessfully) for
office since before I was in primary school. In the
2010 state election she’d come 167 votes short
of winning Bright and saw herself as the rightful
candidate in 2014. I disagreed and nominated.
It was a tough battle as it should have been. The
winner of the preselection stood a high chance of
entering parliament and the grassroots process of
persuading local party members that I was the right
person to be their candidate is a tough blooding.
It involves a lot of cups of tea (with cake if you’re
lucky); many long conversations; interrogations on
policy positions; and a lot of listening.
I won by a couple of votes and became the Liberal
Party’s endorsed candidate for the 2014 state
election.

My approach to this job has always been about
establishing authentic relationships across the
community, meeting individuals and community
groups, and connecting with the people who make
our streets, neighbourhoods, clubs and suburbs the
welcoming, healthy, happy places that we hope for
them to be.
I’ve always sought not just to live in the community
that I represent, but to live it. To be part of the
fabric of my electorate, someone who can be relied
on when the going gets tough, who is an email
or phone call away, and who doesn’t just rock up
touting for votes at election time.

With Steven Marshall and
Corey Wingard at Cove FC in 2013

Campaigning
with Mum

Visiting Hallett Cove
South Primary School,
Election Day 2018

Last day of the 2014
Election Campaign

I’m on a car!

Doorknocking in Hallett Cove
with Hon Terry Stephens MLC

Campaign trail laughs
Election Day 201 4
with the Mitchell family

The Electorate Office team on
Election Night 2018

Door knocking with friends

DELIVERING
FOR

OUR

COMMUNITY

I’ve called this stretch of coast home since I landed in Australia
18 years ago. Every day I work as hard as I can to make our
streets, neighbourhoods, suburbs, beaches, parks, clubs and
schools the very best they can be. I’m blessed to have been
supported in one council and two state elections and I put my
role as a local representative above any other aspect of my job.
Key:

1

Glenthorne Farm saved! A new national park is being created

2

Cove Civic Centre built *

3

Hallett Cove Boardwalk funding secured, rebuild underway

4

Hallett Cove war memorial built and foreshore transformed

5

Woodend Way constructed and avenue of trees planted

6

Candy Road / Lander Road turned into a four way intersection

7

Happy Valley Reservoir (opening in 2021)

8

Majors Road upgrades budgeted and coming soon

9

Marino Community Hall - new stage funded

10

Marino Conservation Park botanical trail expanded, lookout built and car park upgraded *

11

Major upgrades underway at Hallett Cove R -12 School, Seaview High School, Brighton Primary School
and Woodend Primary School

12

Greening Seacliff program funded and coming in 2021

13

Glade Crescent Reserve, Hallett Cove - environmental wetlands developed and play space upgraded

14

Beach for All - beach access program delivered in partnership with Seacliff Surf Life Saving Club.
* significant funding contribution from the federal government
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SEVEN PRIORITIES

FOR

OUR

COMMUNITY

When I ran for election to state parliament, I worked with the community
to develop six priorities which shaped my approach to being a local
representative. These priorities give me a framework against which to
measure that I am focusing on the things that matter to local people.
Each year I report on the work that I’ve progressed against each priority.
When my electorate boundaries changed in 2018, I added a seventh priority
to recognise the large number of young families living in the new suburbs
and the value they play on education and services for their children.
1

Building stronger, healthier communities where people have a sense of belonging and feel connected

2

Supporting small business to get off the ground, grow and create jobs

3

Roads that work for you

4

Creating a public transport system that is modern, safe and reliable

5

Protecting our precious coastal environment and the character of our communities

6

Providing our seniors with the support and respect they deserve

7

Giving our young people the best start in life

BEACH FOR ALL
People often ask me what is the best thing that I’ve
achieved in my job. There’s a few competing projects
that could answer that question and I think longer
term I’ll say Glenthorne National Park (page 13), but
for now it’s Beach for All.
Beach for All is a beach access initiative that I forged
in partnership with Seacliff Surf Life Saving Club
back in 2015 and which was made possible through
crowd funding (and a generous donation from the
former Brighton Rotary Club).
For most people, walking over the sand to the
water’s edge is no problem at all, but for some in our
community this is an almost impossible task due to a
particular physical challenge or disability. Beach for
All makes this possible through a hard surface mat
which is laid across the sand during surf life saving
patrols. It’s proven a great success and given people
an experience they would never have otherwise
experienced. I’ll never forget the feeling of emotion
that I had when Seacliff Park resident, Charlie
Rowland, who has spinal muscular atrophy, became
the first person to use the mat in January 2016. It was
a very special moment.
It’s been great to see Seacliff Surf Life Saving Club
take ownership of this initiative and expand it,
getting a floating wheelchair to make the beach visit
even more memorable. They’re one of the great
clubs in my electorate.

Pictured with Allira, one of our Beach for All ambassadors
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GLENTHORNE
Sometimes the role of local member and
Minister uniquely intertwine and this is certainly
the case with Glenthorne National Park.
From my days volunteering for Friends of
the Lower Field River, I had always seen an
opportunity to spread the restoration further
upstream, following the river and its tributaries
through the Field River Valley, into the 208
hectare Glenthorne Farm site and to the
Happy Valley Reservoir reserve.
Combined with nearby O’Halloran Hill
Recreation Park, Marino and Hallett Cove
conservation parks and the rugged Hallett
Cove coastline, an environmental and
recreational precinct of over 1,500 hectares
could be connected and managed.

Critical to any protection regime was saving
Glenthorne Farm from almost inevitable urban
development, bringing it into the reserve
system and anchoring it as the heart of the
restoration efforts.
I pitched the idea to the Liberal Party and in
October 2016 we announced that if elected the
creation of this new urban national park would
be our flagship environmental initiative.
In October 2019, after a long journey, I bought
(with my own money!) Glenthorne from the
University of Adelaide for $1.00 plus GST
(finding that extra 10 cents proved tricky in our
increasingly cashless society!) and on 28 May
2020, the new park was declared protected
under the National Parks and Wildlife Act.

Delivering Glenthorne
is hugely satisfying as
the local MP, but as the
minister charged with
planning and driving
the project, it is even
more rewarding

MY 3 GLENTHORNE
TIMELINES:

1 YEAR:

to have a level of amenity
which makes the new park a
pleasurable place to visit.

5 YEARS:

to see the 100,000 new trees
and shrubs survive and thrive as
a wild haven emerging within the
suburbs.

100 YEARS:

to have people look up at soaring
gum trees, wander through
shaded woodlands and picnic
among native grasslands, thankful
that way back when in the 2018
state election, the environment
won out.

S O U T H A U S T R A L I A’ S M I N I S T E R
FOR

ENVIRONMENT

AND

WATER

I asked Steven Marshall to give me the Environment portfolio when he elevated
me to the Shadow Ministry in 2017. It was one of the areas of government that I
felt was unloved by the Labor Party and which I believed could be reinvigorated
with a dose of passion and a loud, relevant voice at the Cabinet table.
Some of my highlights include:
PARKS 2025

Our $130 million investment in parks is historic.
It means new walking trails, mountain biking
destinations, campsites and other visitor amenities,
investing in parks from one end of our great state
to the other. We’re giving people more reasons
to immerse themselves in nature and be part of
conservation activities.

BANNING SINGLE- USE PLASTICS

In a nation-leading first, from 1 March 2021 South
Australia’s ban on a range of single use plastics
comes into effect. We’re phasing out plastic straws,
cutlery and drinks stirrers first, then moving on to
a range of takeaway food containers. I’m ambitious
for these laws and want to take them to the next
level.

OSPREY AND WHITE - BELLIED
SEA EAGLE RECOVERY STRATEGY

Raptors are magnificent apex species which rule
the skies. I’m excited about the potential of our
recovery strategy for ospreys and white- bellied sea
eagles, two of our rarest birds of prey, which have
fragmented and tiny populations scattered along our
coastline.

COASTS

South Australia has 5,067 km of diverse coastline.
Coastal protection is at the heart of my agenda
with expanded grants programs and a $48 million
project to restore metropolitan beaches, focusing
on rebuilding West Beach. We’re spending $70
million securing the future of the precious Coorong
and have devised a Blue Carbon Strategy to invest
in coastal restoration and carbon sequestration.

OPENING RESERVOIRS

Reservoirs are public assets and there’s no need for
them to be locked away behind gates and fences.
We’re opening them up, putting recreation and
conservation at the heart of an initiative that is
bringing local communities alive. From Myponga to
Hope Valley, South Para to Happy Valley, there
will be an amazing array of activities once this project
is done. Visit www.reservoirs.sa.gov.au to see
what’s available at which reservoir.

CUTTING WATER BILLS

We’ve cut the cost of water significantly, putting
money back into the pockets of South Australians.
From 1 July 2020, the average annual household
water bill has fallen by $200, with business costs
falling by nearly $1,400.

THANK YOU
Politics is a tough gig. While it provides the opportunity to
drive real change, make a difference in people’s lives and leave
a genuine legacy, there is no doubt that it takes a significant
personal toll and it is critical to be surrounded by reliable,
supportive, down-to-earth people when on this journey.
Throughout my ten years in public life I have found myself
surrounded by a phenomenal group of people who have provided
me with boundless support. They have celebrated the highs with
me and picked me up when I’ve endured the lows. I appreciate
their wisdom, their ideas, their encouragement and their humour.
There are of course too many people to thank and while I cannot
list everyone, I would like to acknowledge:
My family and my amazing friends.
Parliamentary colleagues:
Particularly Hon Steven Marshall MP; Hon Corey Wingard MP;
Stephan Knoll MP; Mark Goldsworthy; Hon Terry Stephens MLC;
Carolyn Power MP and Matthew Cowdrey OAM MP.
Fellow councillors and City of Marion staff:
Particularly Dr Felicity-Ann Lewis; Cheryl Connor; Carol Bouwens,
Mark Searle and Adrian Skull.
Current and former electorate staff:
Meg Mackenzie; Ruth Mitchell; Jana Kranixfeld; James March;
Raelene Zanetti; Erin Jones; Ben Freeman; Rachel Koch; Laura
Dunkley; Aric Pierce; Thomas Gaffney; Zoe Baker; Madeline
Higgins; Lauren Deed and Terrence Donaldson.
Current and former ministerial staff:
Cullen Bailey; Ken Ross; Rosemary Schultz; Aaron Tai; Chrissie
Bloss; Pia George; Stuart Peevor; Lucy Huxter; Ryan Smith; David
Franchitto; Natalie Duenn; Charlene Riley; Kate Ruth and Andy
Schmidt.
Liberal Party branch and local supporters:
Fran and Dennis Southern; Kym Rampling; Kaye Gaskin; Annabel
Morris; Ronnie and Ted Skov; Brenda Calder; Deana and James
Brine; Ryan Atkinson; Loris, Jeff and Jake Glass; Dennis Lorenzin;
Peter Young; and David and Linda Greenhough.

